THE  PRESENT  DEVELOPMENT

leads one to believe that the State as a whole is
far more concerned in the production and control of
children than either the father or the mother, and
that it will be the State, not the father, which will
in future pay the mother the wage-due for the work
she expends on the child. The endowment of
motherhood (which has already become the usual
term to denote this idea) will be, in brief, the pay-
ment to the mother of a sufficient wage to support
herself and her children during the period she de-
votes to their birth and rearing, and any further
period during which she is incapacitated by her
previous specialisation in child-bearing. It will be
sufficient to cover the necessary outgoing expenses,
and, over and above this, provide a profit to her-
self, at her own free disposal, just as her husband
may have a profit over the expenses of his trade or
profession. In short, it will give mothers a definite
wage for a social service, on exactly the same grounds
that any other work is rewarded.

This system of payment for mothers (which may
be established much sooner than many of us imagine)
would be the longest step towards the collectivist
community that the world yet has seen. It will
be the more easily carried into practice by the fuller
development of that system of collective house-
keeping which has already begun, and is another
development in the direction of the Great State.
The large co-operative blocks or squares of dwell-
ings, with common dining-rooms, libraries, play-
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